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child bondace, by which poor parents sold their daughters into
another family where they became almost slaves; but this story
may be no more than a memory of some playmate who suffered and
whose suffering vividly reminded the mature Sun Yat-sen of an
evil custom.
Two acts of violence observed by Tai-cheong are also recorded.
One was an attack by pirates on a helpless village; the other, the
unjust and illegal arrest of three wealthy brothers, one of whom
was executed and the other two imprisoned, by the local Mandarin,
in order to defraud them of property. Tai-cheong is credited with
making childish protests against these iniquities but it is more likely
he merely witnessed them and, in course of time, persuaded himself
he had really expressed the indignation which came into his mind
at the time.
The word "mandarin", taken from the Portuguese mandar to
command, is applied both to the official language of China and also
to a class of government officials. Choyhung, like almost all Chinese
villages, managed its own affairs through the village elders, selected
by the people for their age, respectability and, sometimes, for their
learning as scholars. Loyalty to the village was strong but there
was very little sense of national solidarity, as has been common for
centuries in most of the nations of Europe. The unity of China was
more cultural than political, A common written language and a
common heritage of thought and customs bound together the
Chinese people into the most enduring and, in some ways, the
highest civilisation the world has ever known: but, politically, a
citizen of China thought of himself firstly as belonging to a certain
family, secondly as belonging to a certain village and only in a vague
and remote way as being a Chinese. It is true the Emperor, the Son
of Heaven, was a father to all the Chinese peoples and, indeed, stood
between them and Heaven itself. He it was who yearly offered
sacrifices to Heaven on behalf of his people.
The nearest direct representative of the Emperor to the people
of Choyhung was a mandarin in the small neighbouring town of
Heungshan, the Fragrant Hill, so-called from the Hilly nature of
the countryside and its semi-tropical fertility. This official had gr^at
power amongst the villages of the delta under his administration
and it was futile to resist him in any way. He levied taxes in the
name of the Son of Heaven and if he failed to protect the villagers
front pirates and bandits they dared not protest What happened
usually was that the village elders made their own arrangement